ECC 2009 
Bulletin 2 - Invitation to Race 

21 July 2008

Opening and Closing Dates for Entry List 

The Entry List for ECC 2009 is now open and will close for receipt of entries on the 8th of August 2008. 

ECC 2009 Entry Process

Entries this year, as in the previous, can only be made in the name of an 'eligible' Skipper who must be on board as the ‘Skipper’.  Please note that last year there were some eligible Skippers who willingly allowed an entry in their name, even though it was clear they had no intention to be there.  Should the same occur this year penalties may be applied by the ECC Committee, these being decided on a case by case basis.
List of Eligible Skippers 

Attached for your convenience is the ECC Committees List of Eligible Skippers with the number of participations that will be used as the basis for restricting the entry list to the 70 yacht limit.

Please feel free to forward this list to any eligible Skipper on the List whose email address is missing from my list and please inform either the Commodore (Craig) or the ECC Admiral (John Hall Hall) of their respective address.
Thank you to all those that have replied to date with email address updates.

Following is a reminder of the rules that have been applied in order to determine if a skipper is eligible to enter for this year’s ECC.  These rules are taken from the ECC Charter 2008 with amendments from the ECC Committee meeting held in Yalikavak, May 2008.   Skippers applying for entry that do not meet the qualifying criteria will not have their entry accepted, and if fees are paid by an ineligible skipper these will be returned less an administration fee of 20% and bank fees.
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“Any skipper that has participated in ECC Week as an entry’s skipper [up to and including 2006] will be eligible for any future ECC Week [and] if he has less than seven penalty points (see 7 below). Number of entries will be limited to 70 boats. Priority will be given on the basis of the number of times an entry has participated, with previous Commodores having automatic right to participate. After ranking in order of participations, the band cut by the 70 limit will be selected by lottery. The order for choosing boats will also be decided by lottery but without taking account of number of participations.”

 

“New skippers will be approved by the ECC Committee on a case-by-case basis taking account of previous association with ECC and/or the Engineering Industry. New skippers will not be approved until the number participating would otherwise be below 40. An eligible skipper may “retire” by passing his eligibility to his established co-skipper. Such a “retirement” will be approved by the Committee and will be irreversible.”
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“Any skipper who is found to have caused a collision which results in loss of all or part of his insurance deposit will be given four penalty points for each such incident. His tally will reduce by two points for each year without earning such points. No skipper will be allowed to enter while his points tally is more than six. A record of all skippers involved in collisions in which penalty points are awarded will be maintained by the Committee.”

ECC Location for 2009

For 2009 we are still in the process of reviewing bids received from agents.  We have received several good proposals and consequently the location of the ECC is not yet known.   However, from the review of the bids to date it is evident there is a need to establish a list of entrants as soon as possible as a significant reduction in the number of entrants below 70 could increase the overall cost of ECC for 2009.  

I will notify everyone regarding the location of the next ECC prior to the closure of the ECC Entry List (currently scheduled for August 8th).  If anyone wishes to withdraw prior to the Entry List closing (following announcement of the location) you will have a defined amount of time to notify the Commodore and your entry fee will be refunded (less bank fees).  If someone subsequently cancels after the Entry List has closed the entry fee should be considered forfeit.  

Dates for ECC 2009

The dates for holding ECC 2009 have yet to be finalized, however it is our intention if possible to avoid the week commencing the 9th of May to avoid interfering with representatives attending ACHEMA 2009.

List Closure and Selection of Participants

Following the Entry List closing, if there are more than 70 entrants the number of entrants will be reduced to 70 by ranking the list of entrants according to each entrants number of participations, and a lottery of the lowest participation group will be drawn to complete the 70.  Those entries that are not accepted will have their entry fees refunded (less bank fees).

A subsequent lottery of just the 70 will decide the order of boat selection to avoid the bank-controlled lotteries that have occurred in the past.  
ECC Entrant Fees

This year the ECC Race Entry Fees are: 

· €100 per person, with a 

· Minimum ECC Race Entry Fee of €500 for each yacht (based on 5 crew)

ECC Charity 

This year we would like to make the most of a great opportunity to make a positive difference by raising funds to support a selected local, or international, charity.   As part of our event planning process, and the associated agent bidding process, we are seeking to identify local charities, to make this positive difference.  If a suitable local charity cannot be selected then we intend that the collected funds go to an international charity associated with the sea and/or children.  

There will be a special prize, we hope provided by our main sponsor, for the yacht that raises the largest amount of money.  

With race entry process we would like to suggest considering asking your crews about donating a small amount on top of your race entry fees to give to charity (say €5/person?), though any sum could be donated) to start the ball rolling and in order for us to leave a positive and lasting reminder of the ECC and its participants. 

Alternatively you may of course use this as an opportunity to support the charity of your choice, or indeed to abstain completely.  There is absolutely no obligation.  

To help us track donations if you could in your email confirming your desire to enter please state how much it is that you wish to donate, then we can set aside these contributions until we have identified a suitable mechanism for paying out the raised funds.

How to Apply for Entry

To qualify for entry: 

1. You must be an eligible Skipper according to the ECC Charter rules given above.

2. Your Minimum ECC Race Entry Fee of €500 must be received by the Entry List Closing Date given above;
3. Your payment comment must state “Skipper name, ECC 2009” (in that order)

4. You must confirm by email (to the Commodore) that you have paid your entry fee in full.

The Commodore will confirm your entry once the above criteria are met.

Payments must be transferred to the following Euro account:

Bank: 


NATWEST
Account Name:
GAK Associates Ltd


Account no: 

NXNFLWRL-EUR-01

Sort Code:

60-24-77

IBAN:


GB58 NWBK 6072 2020 5284 93

BIC:


NWBKGB2L

Notes: 

Full fee payment must be received else the entry will be considered invalid, and your application for entry may be excluded from the list of qualifying entrants.

Please allow 6 working days for your payment to reach the Euro account.

Final Participant List

The list of 70 qualifying participants for ECC 2009 will be issued in a bulletin following closure of the ECC Entry List.  

I and the rest of the Organising Committee are now very much looking forward to next year and enjoying the experience of meeting you all again on and off the water.  

That is all for now, kind regards to you all.

Craig Warrender

ECC 2009 Commodore 

