Why nominate a Charity?
Every year the ECC continues to come back to the Mediterranean to sail, socialise, enjoy the water and interact positively with the culturally diverse communities that lives along side and depend on its warm waters for their livelihoods and of course its culinary bounty. 

This coming year, in taking our turn to organise the event, we would also like to take this opportunity to do a little bit more to give back something locally that is in tune with some of the things that we think the ECC community values.

Most of the ECC serve either directly or indirectly in the primary sector, and we have a pretty clear understanding of the potential impacts our businesses can have on the environment when things go wrong. However, as sailors we are keen to help the Mediterranean towards a more sustainable future. 

So this coming year the idea is to give something back to the sea to help redress some of the balance in the Med, ideally in time for when we get there in May, but probably more realistically an incremental contribution to helping it to be sustainable in the future.

Keeping the water clean, healthy and full of sea-life is in our interests both as sailors and as enthusiasts of fine seafood. 

It is with these objectives in mind and the help of our Coordinating Agent, Mallorcanautic that this year we found Oceana.

Who is Oceana?

Oceana is an international charity that focuses on sustainability issues associated with the world’s oceans and seas. It is dedicated to achieving positive measurable changes by carrying out specifically focused, scientific, and fact-based campaigns. It employs teams of marine scientists, economists, lawyers and advocates that seek to win specific and concrete policy and regulatory changes to improve the marine environment.

Internationally Oceana has achieved some tremendous objectives in helping to push towards balance in our oceans including:

· Campaigning for the policing the use of driftnets – many of us do not appreciate that these were banded in the Mediterranean under European law however continue to be used today in the Mediterranean by some commercial fisherman. The use of these nets has been scientifically proven to be one of the primary factors in driving fish stocks down and some fish species to breaking-point, species such as Mediterranean dolphins, whales, and turtles that were abundant until less than 20 years ago.

· Researching and participating in the setting up of marine reserve areas within the Mediterranean (more are needed);

· Saving more than 60,000 endangered sea turtles;

· Preventing 20 million tonnes of oil being discharged in European waters;

The fit with the ECC community and our values for a sustainable Mediterranean is obvious. Consequently this year, we are asking you to not only offer to support the organisation of the ECC, but also take the opportunity to give something back to the environment in which the ECC takes place every year.

By committing to a donation on top of the crew fees/ sponsorship packages you will be contributing towards both creating an opportunity for raising awareness of sustainability issues in the Mediterranean, and making it possible for those carrying out valuable sustainability work to continue to seek to redress the balance.

Going home to our families following this year’s ECC we can be assured that not only will new working friendships be born, but also we can feel very good feeling about having done something really positive to making things better for the future of the

Mediterranean.

If you want to find out more about Oceana’s research, monitoring and lobbying work, take a look at Oceana's website where there is more information about their scientific work in the Mediterranean, and elsewhere.

http://www.oceana.org/
